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fir-sealirg operations in tne Pri’cilof I siands, conducted in secrecy this 
because of their proximity to mili ta+ operations, have resulted in a. record 
of 117,164 skins, Secretary- of the Interior Harold L. I&es announced toCtiJ. 

The 191~3 take is the largest ever rr&.e under Government controlled sealing 
and. represents ar. increase of 72,151 over 14111 wh-ien 95,013 were taken. In the 
first year of American ownership of the PriZlof s, however, which \q’ere ?so,wh.t in 
1867 a1or-g with Ala.ska , uncontrolled huntin?; result.ed in a take of 2)!2,000 skins. 

Last year only I?‘7 skins were taken as militnp7 authorities ordered evacua- 
tion of the islands shortl;cr a.fter sealing oper.?.ti-Jns begpn. TAX Pribilofs lie in 
the Bering sea, just north of the XLeutians. The natives were removed by trans- 
port to &nter Bay, 1,500 miles distant and a.kout 50 milts from Juneau in South- 
easterr. XLaska.. 

The e-qedition this year, under the leaders:-ip of Uward C. Johnston, super- 
intendent ‘of the Pribilof Islands for the fish an ,d Wildlife Service., left Yunter 
on F&r 6 and rca,ched the islands on Y&y 15, About 187 p?rsons comprised. the group, 
includiris 10 supervisor;J officials, )-LO Vhite employees of the Zouke Ibr Comwany, 
113 Pri’oilof ‘mtives, 13 natives evacuated to other -elnc~s in Southeastern hasib. 
from the AleutizLn Islan,ds, and. 7 Pribilof na.tives V.&-O ?IF~ been in:ucted into the 
am&. forces in Alas’ra. a few months a:o ?zut who were f!zloughcd by tke mili tard 
authori tics for the sealiq season. 

Fur-sealin:: oper ations began on June 10 wit?, a take of 829 seals on St. Paul 
Island and were concluded on August 9, lrith the total take of 117,16!1. .The r~- 
tives were returned to Funter Bay. 

where 
Tfie Pri’oilof Islands--a. treeless group of volcanic origin--are. the only Flace 

the Alaska fur seals ‘ever see*k the &ore, St, Paul Isbwd, &out lh miles 
in len$$h, St. George Island, 12 .miles long, and Sea Lion Rock; a small islet ad- 
jacent to St. Paul, are the beedirq grounds of’ the Eoorth American or Alaska. fur- 
seal herd, brhich embraces approximately 80 percent of the fur seals of th? world. 
The annual computation mar?e in 191~1 inZcat,ed. T,,~~S,OOO ar&rgi.s in t&e herd. 
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Each year the herd goes t,o t,he Pribilof group and there the young are born 
and spend the first few months of their existence. During the remainder of the 
year there occurs the annual migration which t&es some of’ the animals as far 
south as the 
home. 

latitude of southern California, about 3,CO0 miles from their summer 

In the annual migration northward, the breezing bulls are the first to reach 
the islands in the spring where they await the arrival of the females, 

fir-sealing operations occur chiefly in June and July. At t&t time the 
family groups or harems occ2.y the rookeries upon which Tenerally only breeding 
seals and pups are found. ivear these rookeries are the so-called h.auling grounds 

.where the unattached bulls anti immature males, or bachelors, congregate. 

It is from these hauling grcunds that the seals selected for killing, chiefly 
3-year-olds, are driven inla.nd a short distance. 
easily as a flock of sheep, althou& more slowly. 

Tney can be driven almost as 
,TUhese drivirng opera.tions are 

,conducted b.rith extreme care so as not to 0verhea.t the animals an1 thus lessen the 
value of the pelts. 

Rainy or cloudy :Ireather is preferred for the se,d killing which is done under 
the immediate directicn of the Fish and Kl~dlife Service by Aleuts who reside in 
the villages on St. Paul and St. George Isl,ands. 

. . After th.e killing, the 
for at least 10 davs. 

&ins are removed. and given a thorou& curing in salt 
<They are then rolled singly with a generous supply of sait 

011 the flesh side, which is turned inward. Boric acid also is used as a gcrmicid 
in preserving the skins. From 50 to 100 of the skins zre packed to the barrel. 

The Government has a contract with the Fouke Fur Company of St. Louis for 
d.ressing, 4: vein:.? and sellinp the skins at public auction. There are more then 100 
distinct manipulations or treatments involved in the processing of flur-seal skins, 
each requiring great skill and care. This work is comnleted in about 60 days and 
results in the creation of a fine fur the,t is both exceedingly durable and of 
great be.auty . 

For r&y years all sealskins weye dyed. black, but in recent years shades of 
brown have been developed. Two shades are noI+ used; safari IX-Own, a deep ChOCO- 
late tone, and matara brown, m;hich h,as a blu.ish Sac’kgrolun?t. -4 fur-se,al coat Con- 
tains an average of from 6 to 8 skins. This year’s take is sufficient for the 
manufacture of more than 15,000 coats. 

After being dressed and @red, the skins are sold at a public auction held 
twice a year in St. Louis, and ,the net proceeds are turned over to .the Treasury of 
the United States. 

Since the beginning of the fiscal year 1918, the sum of $8,700,214 h,as been 
turned into the Treasury as nzt proceeds of the fur-ti teal industry after p?%ymcnts 
of money due other governments under sealing treat.ies. Of this .amount +7,609,747 
was derived from the sale of sealskins, 6960,537 from fox skins, znd about 
&129,930 from miscellaneous items, chiefly fur-seal oil ,and meal. 
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The Pribilof Islands, named after Gerxsim Pribilof, the Russian navigator 
who discovered them in 1786, \;ere under &s&a-n ma-nagement for 81 years until 1867 
when’ the United States bought Alas‘ra and acquired. the isiLtncie as part of tne Ter- 
ritory. 

It is probable that before discovery the Pribilof herd zay at one time have 
contained as many as 4 million animals. Records indicate that prior to 1831: about 
2 million pelts were taken under Russian auspices, and by that year the herd had 
become so reduced. in numbers that restrictiv’e measures were applied. Frotr, 1835 
to 186’7 about 600,000 pelts were taken at the Pribilof Islands and in t!lis period 
of restricted killing the herd increased. to probably 3 million. 

The number of fur seals in th e her4 r&en Ll.aska cxmF into the possession of 
the United States has been variously estimated at from 2 to 5 million animals. 
tiring the seasons of 18% and 186Y, the first two immediately follo4.ng the pur- 
chase of Alaska from Russia, Inhen killin? was unrestricted, large nxmbers were 
taken by various inde:pcndent groups, .- 

The leasin,- system was discontinued in 1910, 
fur-seal herd h&s been adminis~~z-ed first by 

and since th7.t time the Alaska 
t3-:e Sezretarg -,f CoAmz:Lerce nr-d now bJ 

the Secretary o f the Interior throvgin the Fish and Kldlife Service. 



The benefits derived from the Convention zre S!W~T by the fact thzt in the 
30 years of direct Government control ,a.nd. operations, from 1921, to 19h1, the 
herd increased about sixteen-fol,-l. 2nd durillg that, time about 1,050,OOO skins were 
taken, 

The fur-seal treaty of 1911 WI.S abrogated by Japan on October 23, 19L1, the 
Japanese claiming that the seals inflicted both direct and indirect damage on 
their fishing industry. 

La.st December a provisional rqreement was signed b;r the United States ?and 
Canada, giving this country 10 perc:?nt and Cnn:J.a 5 percent of the 15 portent Of 
skins alloted to Japan, prior to the ~~brogntiori of the treaty, This ,xreement, 
however, will not become effective until confirmatcry legislation is passed by 
Congress. W!oen it becomes operative, C?xad.a y.rill receive 20 percent of the total 
take of skins and t.he United States GO ir;ercenC. 

Indicental to fur-sealing 02erati 3ns on t!- e is,‘lr6nis is the mar4xement of 
blue foxes which roa;n at larg! s:lrl rquirs fw?l q;> on3 y during the winter months. 
Foxing operations yield 2.n .a.verage of &out 1,CCO pelt 3 each winter which also 
are sent to St. Louis and sold for the account of th? ,Goverr,?lent. 

Another incidental activity is the operation of a. byproducts plant on St. 
Paul Isl,wd There carcasses from setis arc rpndereci. ir;tc oil and meal. Some of 
the resulting product is retained for fox feeil at the: Islar~!s, bl;it most of it is 
sent to the States for sale. 
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